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1  Department’s Position: The Department of Health (Department) strongly supports this measure.

2 Fiscal Implications: None.

3 Purpose and Justification: The bill amends Section 342D-1, Hawaii Revised Statutes (HRS) by

4 adding a definition for gray water. The bill also amends Section 342D-70 by stating that the use of gray
5  water shall conform to the State Plumbing Code (Chapter 3-183, Hawaii Administrative Rules (HAR)).
6  The Department supports efforts to encourage the use of gray water for landscape irrigation and concurs
7 with the proposed amendments.

8 In summary, the Department strongly supports this measure. Thank you for the opportunity to

9 testify on this measure.
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The Office of Hawaiian Affairs (OHA) SUPPORTS SB454 SD1 HD1, which would
encourage more efficient use of our limited fresh water resources.

Fresh water is unquestionably one of Hawai‘i’s most valuable resources. The
importance of fresh water to Hawai‘i and its people is reflected in the ‘Glelo noeau, “Ola i
ka Wai (Water is Life).” Accordingly, traditional water sharing and management practices
reflected the critical nature of fresh water to these islands, and helped to ensure sufficient
fresh water for food production, drinking, and other domestic uses, as well as numerous
ecological services. Fortunately, despite the disruption of these traditional practices and
many mauka to makai surface water resources, the discovery and utilization of Hawai‘i’s
groundwater aquifer system has continued to bless its residents with potable fresh water of
the highest quality.

Unfortunately, our ever-growing agricultural and municipal water needs and
practices have begun to raise the substantial possibility of fresh water shortfalls for many
regions within these islands, potentially in the very near future. The consequences and
costs of such shortfalls counsel critical and timely examination of our water use and
watershed conservation practices. The use of our limited supply of pure, potable fresh
water for agricultural irrigation purposes has fallen under particular criticism in recent
years. Failure to reuse gray or treated water for non-drinking purposes, such as large-scale
agriculture, has been cited as a contributing factor in our potential fresh water shortfalls.

This bill is a small step forward to encourage Hawai'i’s residents and
policymakers to adopt more efficient water use practices, in order to mitigate or avoid
the costs of potentially imminent groundwater shortfalls. By encouraging and setting
guidelines for the use of untreated gray water for water conservation purposes, this bill
will promote the exploration and widespread acceptance of water conservation measures
already taken in many other jurisdictions. This in turn may lead to the necessary
infrastructure upgrades for a more modern, efficient, and sustainable water supply system
in Hawai‘i nei.

Therefore, OHA urges the Committee to PASS SB454 SD1 HD1. Mahalo for the
opportunity to testify.
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The Landscape Industry Council of Hawaii supports Senate Bill 454 Relating to Water
Conservation by encouraging the use of graywater for irrigation purposes.

The Landscape Industry Council of Hawaii has led the state on Irrigation Water
Conservation being the first industry sector to produce comprehensive water
conservation measures. The LICH Irrigation Conservation BMPs can be found online at:
www.landscapehawaii.org/library/documents/lich irrigation conservation bmps.pdf.

Graywater is wastewater generated from domestic activities such as laundry or bathing,
which can be recycled on-site for uses such as landscape irrigation. Graywater usage is
essential with the rising cost of water & sewer, increase in population & strains on water
supply and the high cost of energy to transport water. It saves our precious water for
human consumption. Graywater is actively being used in many parts of the United
States, Europe and Asia.

Currently, the State Department of Health (DOH) does not allow graywater usage unless
granted a special permit from DOH. For generations, Hawaii families have conserved
water by recycling washing machine water for watering plants. This graywater activity
should be exempt from permits.

Landscape Industry Council of Hawaii supports Senate Bill 454 and proposes amending
the bill to exempt all permits for graywater systems in a one or two-family residential
dwellings that are supplied only by a clothes washer water system, provided the system
does not require cutting of the existing plumbing.

If you have questions, please contact me at me at 799-3101 or email address
chris.dacus@gmail.com.

Chris Dacus

President

Landscape Industry Council of Hawai'i

P. O. Box 22938, Honolulu, Hawai’'i 96823-2938

Landscape Industry Council of Hawai'i
Hawaii's landscape industry has an economic impact of over $520 million annually and
full time employment of over 11,000 landscape professionals. Formed in 1986, LICH is a




statewide alliance representing Hawaii's landscape trade associations. LICH can be
found online at www.landscapehawaii.org
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